You will soon proceed to
The occasion invites us to submit for
your inspection therecord of Bepublican
schisvements ainoe that party was ealled
%0 the admiuistration of national affairs.
We saize the opportunity o avow that
record, not toapologize for it. Wechal-
lenge your approval, not your pardon.

The obligations of government and
people, like the obligations of servant
and master, are mutoal.

The government, like the servant,
owes faithful service. But the people,
like the master, ows honest recoguition
of faithful service. Every thoughtful
employer knows that he can not with
impunity decry faithful labor. He who
doss s0 habitually will soon have no
fatthful laborers. The faithful servant
will not submit to be treated as a faith-
less one. If so treated, he himself will
become faithless, or he will give placs
to one who is faithless.

DEMOCRATIC STATESMANSHIP.

It is thirteen years since the Republi-
can party was first called to the admin-
istration of the Natlonal Government.
For more than thirty years previously
the Government had been sumost unin-
terruptedly under Democratic control.
Of that control there I3 hardly a memory
left at which the nation should not
blush. Beemingly, it was inspired by but
one ambition—the bad ambition to make
our foreign policy as ignoble as our home
poiicy was shameless. Our intercourse
with Powers weaker than ourselves was
spirited enough, We bullied Austria
out of s Huogarisn refugee. We de-
spoiled Mexico of a portion of her terri-
tory. We demolished Greytown. We
jingled millions in the ears of Spainasa
Iure for Cuba and the bribe was spurned.

In 1854 three of our Ministers abroad
sssembled at Ostend and issued & mani-
festo in which they declared, “After
we shall have offered Spain a price for
Cuba far beyond its present valoe, and
this shall have been refused, then it will
be time to consider the guestion : Does
Cuba in the possession of Spain seriously
endanger our inlernal peace and the ex-
istence of owr cherished Union! Should
this question bs answered in the afiirma-
tive, then by every law human and
divine we shall be justified in wresting
it from Spain if we possess the pow-
u_“

It adds piguancy to that extraet to
know that two of the ambassadors who
in 1854 conld think of no way of saving
“‘our cherished Union' but to wrest
Cuba from Spain were Plerre Soulé and
John Y. Mason. The third was James
Buchanan,

But during all that time, and in spits
of all that gasconade, there was not &
singls naturalized citizen who could
safely revisit his birth-place, for there
was not ons whose citizenship was not
absolutaly denied by the sovereign under
whose domjnion he was born.

No American, native or naturalized,
could send & letter abroad except upon
onerous conditions. We had then formed
postal conventions with but seven
foreign countries,

The lowest rats of postage stipulated
in thoss conventions was ten cents for
a letter weighing not more than one-
half ounce. The highest rate of postage
on the same letter was thirty cents.

We tamely relinquished to Great
Britain a portion of our territory in the
northesst; another and a larger portion
in the northwest. We described the
line agreed upon in the northwest so
loosely that Great Britain immediately
laid claim to large islanda on our side of
it. That insulting claim was neither
resisted nor admitted. It was compro-
mised by permitting the claimant to
hold armed possession of one end of San
Juan, the most valuable of those islands,
while we guietly squatted on the other
end. And while, by successive conoces
sions, we were constantly adding to the
ares of the Canandas, we stupidly relin-
quished to their products free access to
our markets, as the equivalent of being
allowed to send similar produets from
the Northwest, through Canadian chan-
nels, to such precarious markets ns they
could find on the other side of the At.
lantic,

SBuch were the schisvements of our
diplomacy, during those years of Demo-
cratic supremacy. :

CHEAP QOVEENNENT.

The story of our home rule would be
sadder still, if anything sadder could be.

It has been lound!ly vaunted that those
were cheap administrations! Compared
with the expenditures of thess times
they were cheap, very cheap, Compared
with their worth to the country they
were probably the most profligate the
world ever saw. They cost the people
from fifty to seventy-five millions per
snnum. Those millions maintained for
us the empty pageant we called Govern-

ment. It was the most worthless pa- |f

gsant that could be contrived. Tt was
not even showy; it was vulgar. It had
all the features of & government, but

without its faculties, There were the |

three regular organs—Ilegisiative, execn-
tive, judieial. There was a constiant
sucoession of Congresses, Presidents,
and courts. The courts of course were
useful fn -bearing sod determining pri-

vate controversies. But what fs there to |

show from the labors of the political de-
partments? It seemed to be the sole
end:i!natthololodm,ot(;mw
to colleot mooey enough yearly to pay
itself. Tt did not always sucosed in
doing that, as many loan bills enscted
in times of profound pesce still bear
witness. Indeed, that party was pecu-
Muh-l?;-d in the collestion of
revemue, ared not a -
on the importation of oS sy

S—
States: .ﬁ-',

a foreign commo- |

B

Democrat could folerate such a result.
So, deficlent revenues were, from time
to time, aided by loans. Such was the
case in 1841, 1842, and 1844, 3

The Grat sct, passad at the first ses-
sion of the Thirty-fifth Congress, au-
thorized the fssueof Treasury notes, and
almosat the lust sct of the same session
authorizad & loan. In June, 1880, a fur-
ther loan of twenty-ons millions was
suthorized, snd on the Bth of February,
1881, an appeal was mads to the market
for twenty-five millions more.

Through all those years Congress as-
sembied annually. The long sessions
were extended over periods of seven,
eight, and nine months. Bat, long or
short, the sessions produced little in the
way of legislation beyond the tax and
appropriation bills. The talk endured
for months; the work was sccomplished
in weeks.

The first session of the Thirty-second
Congress was prolonged until the 81st of
August. The acts passed embrace one
hundred and forty-four pages of the
statutes. All but the Arst thirty-seven
pages are covered by acts spproved on
the last two days of the session. Earller
administrations had planted the Na-
tional Capital, had framed the leading
features of our land system, had dedi-
eated liberal portions of our public do-
main to the cause of ‘popular education,
and had commenced the Cumberland
road and other works of Internsl im-
provement. When, after nearly thirly
years of misrale, you drove the Demo-
cratio party from power, the Cumberland
rond waa still unfinished, and the party
had been edocated to believe that the
National Government had no eonstitu-
tional power to complete such work.

That singular faith did not prevent
whe party from endering upon such works,
bot, seemingly, only from .completing
them. They did vot refrain from mak-
ing appropristions, even for improving
vvers and harbors. Sometimes such
appropriations were made regularly and
sometimes irregularly, - Apparently they
were serupulous only that appropristions
shonld be mads at soch times, in soch
sume, and for such purposes as would
promote commerce least and party in-
terests most. On tbe approaches to
Wilmington, N. C., appropriastions were
made at varioos times, amounting to
more than $300,000. Wilmington has
swelled from & population of seven
thousand in 1850 to thirteen thousand
in 1870, On the Bed river in Louisiana
there was expended at differont times
more than five hondred thousand: del-
lare. That river washes eight counties
in the State of Louisiana. Those eight
counties had a population in 1540 of fifty-
four thousand ; in 1870 of one hundred
and six thousand. On the harbor of
Chicago, which is the gateway to the
‘Northwest, the homa of millions, they
doled out appropriations amounnting to
$217,000. On the harbor at Milwaukse
they appropriated in 1844 $20,000, Eight
years [ater they resumed the work, ap-
parently with the determination of com-
pleting it. Fifteen thousand dollars
were appropriated that year. The year
following they appropristed ths manifi-
cent sum of $163 94, and then rested
from that labor. Congress voted other
appropriations for similar works, which
encoantered the Executive veto; and
Democratic Representatives finding they
must disobay either President or people,
decided to disobey ths latter and obey
the former.

THE LOUISVILLE CANAL.
A great natural highway, the Ohio
river, along which is poured a commerce
of incaleulabls valus, was obstrucled by
s rapid near Louisvillp. The interests
of that commervce reguired s canal to be
built around those rapids. Congress did
not assume that duly, nor even let it
slope. The Stats of Kentucky char-
tered a company to construet that canal
and to toll the commerce of the Ohilo.
The United States aspired to the dignity
of a stookholder in that company, and
achieved it. The Government took and
paid for 2002 shares, at ope hundred
dollars each. Private parties took 7,088
shares. The canal was bailt, the tolls
were fixed, commerve bled, and ths com-
pany's treasury fllled. The revenues
were 80 large it ssemed & plty the Gov-
ernment should shave them. But ssa

Kentuckysanotioned
the United States was not

dity; and it always dreaded to .'“&J'

ment may be prepared
Bat it happened that at that
Secretary was also a Kentuckian. He
evidently felt that be could take some
liberties with his friends. Hs notord-

the president and directorseach to retain
one share, (for eligibility,) and to man-

that requast. It should be noticed that
the sonduet of the Secretary exhibits an
instance of deference to legislative au-
thority on the part of a high executive
officer which {8 believed to be quite
unique. He could not feel free to take
charge of tha canal himself, because
Congress had not told him to do 80 § ac-
cordingly he gave & to his friends. Such
exhibitions of serupulous regard for the
limits of jurisdiction are seldom wit-
nessed. It is gratifying fo know that
this one was duly rewarded. When the
distinguished Secretary retired from the
Treasury he was made president of the
canal ompany.

Of the subseguent management, it s
only necessary tostate that the directors
at once reduced the rate of tolls fifty per
cent. Bat as the canal was only two
miles long, and thers were only five di-
rectors, they could manage to spend
for their own salaries and that of their
assistants but $44,012 per annum, to
which they added $22,000 for contingen-
cies ; consequently the revenues accuman-
 lated in the treasury of the eompany.
To make that money useful, the directors
organized themselves into a savings
bank, snd then the canal company de-
 posited their surplus with the banking
company. If thelatter received as much
for the use of the revenmues &s the former
did for oollecting, they ought to have
been content. Butavaricerarely iscon-
tent. Thisanomalous corporation, with
one body, oné head, but two faces, was
not content. When it was ascertained
how profitable they could make money
derived from the work they did not own,
they desired to get more money.

They hit apon the expedient of hy-
pothecating the canal and ralsing money
under pretense of enlarging it. In 1860
Congress authorized the directors,” with
the revenues and eredits of the company,
to enlarge the said canal.’” Under that
act the company mortgaged the work for
some two millions of dollars ; and it is
not yet known whether the Government
will be able to recover i or pot,

OTHER SPECIMENS OF DEMOCRATIC
RULE.

Thst party did not overturn our land
system, notwithstanding it was a very
good ome. During the year 1841 the
system was much improved ; that must
be confessed. But the Democratio party
waa not in powsr that year. We ought
also gratefully to remember that the
grants of land made for eduestional
purposes. were not The fact
furnishes a striking of spar-
Ing mercy.  But the phenomenon is not
difficuit fo explain. Such grants
were made only te States in which
the lands wers, Buch lands wers
found for the most part only in new
States. The new States were very unani-
mously Demopgratic in politics. The
States recelving the grants could alone
administer them, and the party seems to
have feit confident that grants so ad-
ministered would not promote the cause
of edueation more than grants of money
had promoted the cause of commerce.
Allwho are familiar with the early ex-
periences of the school funds in the
Bouthern and some of the Western
Statea, will need no other assurance that
that sonfidence was not misplaced.

The Capitol was not transplanted.
But when the Democratic party retired
from control, in 1861, sgarcely a bullding
belonging to the Government was fin-
ished. Perhsps, howsver, the party
woonld have avolded that cause of re-
proach if they had earlier formed the

by thoss who had besn educated in
every gracs save that of alle-

glance. .

A navy was suffered to exist. Bot as
it was found a little too loyal to desert
its fiag, and s littls too gallant to sar-
render it, when the hour of national
peril arrived, that navy was scattered
in remote seas.

The Presidents of thosé half-forgottan
years were as diligent, by annual and
gpecial messages, to explain why the

"Federal Government could do nothing, as

£

-| A race numbering millions bsa Do
raised from the condition of chattels to.
| the state of man. Human rights beve

the United States offered such commis-
sioners & clean bounty of five dollars
ch, for certificates that residents of

and commanded every tribunal within
the insulted Stats to be still, and all its
citizens to aid the outrage—n statute the
very ficst victim of which was a free man
from Pennsylvania, who, being declared
& fugitive by a five-dollar commissioner,
WaS. to Virginis by the
TUnlted States, and finditg no man thers
base enough fo claim him, he was al-
lowed to get back at his own expeass.

In all those years the national charac-
ter had not been raised an inch. Om
the contrary, through them all, 1§ bad
fallen constantly lower and lower.

When England and France propased,
in 1852, to join with the United Siates
fn mutual renunciation of all designs on
L Cuba, an American Secretary of State
did not hesitateto assign as a reason for
refusing to join such a convention, *“‘that
it would give a new apd powerful im-
petus’ tosttacks “‘on theisland of Cuba,
by lawleas bands of adventurers from
the United States, with the avowed de-
sigrof takiog possession of theisland™—
attacks which, he argued, no adminis-
tration would be strong encugh to re-
sist.

NO POWER TO BAVE THE GOVERNMENT.

A government which denied its right
to aid commerce over the Des Moines
Bapids, and which advertised its impo-
teney to control itsown fillibusters, could
hardly be expected to make s becoming
figure whep confronted with war, Whean,
therefore, in 1561, the standard of rebei-
lion was raised, and Siate after State
wheeled defiantly into the ranks of re-
| voit, it was parbaps not so very surpris-
ing that one-half the Demonratic party
joined the revolt, while the other half
| exclaimed itconld not be resisted—not so
very surprising that the six per cent
bonds issued in February, 1561, were
sold at a discount of six per cent,, and
' not sovery surprising that Great Britain
should have proclaimed the rebels to be
lawful belligerents, before she knew a
‘gun had been fired.

But it was surprising that a President
of the United States should address a
special message to Congress to persuade
the public that, although the rebellion
was illegal, yet the Government had no,
right to suppress it; for by that act he
introduced to the world a Government,
the like of which had never before been
seen—a Government agminst which it
was unlawful to, revolt, and by which it
was unlawful to suppress revoit. Such
& government §a deseribed nowhere in
‘political history, save in the message
of President Buchanan. :

Such was the style of administration,
to which the Republican party succesded

waa instrueted to but one doty. Asyou

mnot expect it to do much. You simply
commanded it to save your Territories
from the defileament of slavery ; that was
all.

THE ORDER OBEYED.

That command bhas been fulfillled.
Thare is no slavéry in any of your Terri-
tories. That will scarcely be denled
even by the opposition jonrnals. There
is just as little slavery in any of the
Btates. Something more than you then
thought possible has been accomplished.

OTHER THINGE ACOOMPLISHED,

Bat there is no need to dwell upon the
pational achievements of the last thir.
teen ytars—they were too consplenons
not to have been seen; they are too re-
cent to be forgotten. 1% will suffice to
present a schadulo of the leadingevents.

At home and abroad the Union was
proclaimed tobe dissolved in 1881. The
Union is restored now.

Nine States then claimed to have left_
the protection of the Constjtution for-
ever. They bave all returned to that
me I bave kept, and none is lost,* sald
the Baviour of men. The Republican
party has preserved morg than the States
you committed to its kesping, It has

-

i

Each one of thess great but misgulded |
nition as an integral part of the United
e ar

e

on the 4¢h of March, 1851. That party | Ty

hed never known the National Govern- |
ment to do anything, you evidently did | Norway

oL i f{-&;‘:&ﬁ,ﬂ-"ﬁ .».

fitteen millions for the wrong she did ns,

That is not all. Those islands to which
she made glzim on gur Northwest coast
arerelinguished, That claim Great Brit-
ain pubmitted to the judgment of the
Emperor of North Germany, and submit-
ted herself to the mortification of being
told to surrender it. She was not award-
ed an equivalent for it. She was simply
told she had claimed greal possessions
to which she had no right.

That is not all. If there aver wasone
principleof English jurisprudence which
England belleved to be irreversible and
unalterable, it was the principle that a
British-born subject conld never change
his allegiance. *Oncea Briton,alwsysa
Briton" was a law she held to beas fixed
as gravitation. She fought one war with
us in defense of it. But after seeing
our pitiful army of eleven thousand men
suddenly swollen by volunteersto nearly
a million, she wisely concluded it was
not worth while to fight another war in
defanse of that prineiple, and by pence-
ful negotiation she has repealed the law
she so long and 20 obstinately held tobe
irrepealable. Germany has followed
that wise example, or rather set the ex-
ample. Belgium, Sweden, Norway, and
Denmark have done the same, and now
when the Republic grants the boon of
citizenship to one of Irish, English, Ger-
man, or Scandinavian birth, the grant is
recognized in the land of his nativity.

POSTAGE REFORM.

That is not all. If he ean not revisit
his home, but cares to write, a letter can
be carried with marvelous celerity and
at triffing cost. The following tableex-
hibits the great reductions made in the
rates of foreign postage by postal con-
ventions framed since 1361 :
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OUR POWER VINDICATED.
When in October last, a Spanish viee
consul in Cuba so far forgot the respeet

make for a wrong done.

v ooldd =
talhas combined to constraot more miles
of railway than ail the rest of the warld
been improved, and the trade of omr
‘Western lakes and rivers now smplays &
mw mariue exceeding 1,200,000

Entarged facilities for trade have
swelled the volume of trade,

_ PUBLIC CREDIT ADVANCED.

Two facts are sufficiantly elogunsat of
our national growth. First. Tha six per
cent. bonds issued In February, 1881,
sold for ninety-four cents on the doliar.
The nation then owed but sixty millioa
dollars. The same bonds sold in June,
1874, as high as 122} cents on the dollar,
in currency, or a fraction over 110 in
gold, although the nation then owed two
thousand milllon dollars, Second. The
value of annual exports of domestie
commodities increased from three hun-
dred and seventy-three million in 1880 to
six bundred and forty-nine million in
1878, being an increase during the period
of two hundred and seveuty-six milllon
dolinrs.

There are thoss bold snough to assert
that the country is now governad worse
instesd of better than formerly. Bome
may bs found weak enough to belleve
such assertions. But it requiresa great
deal of declamation to prove that the
day is cold when the mercury stands at
98 in theshade. The mercury won't lie.
Men unhappily sometimes do. And it
will require a grest deal of rhetoric to
persuade this eountry that it s being
ruined by a Government which in thir-
teen years has advanced its oredit
throughout the money markets of the
world fully thirty-three per cent, and
has nearly trebled its surplus produe-

tions.
LAND POLICY,

But this {a notall. Since the advent
of the Republican party the finishing
touches have been glven to oar land sys-
Ltem. It was long ago adjudged that s
dollar aud & quarter was s full equiva-
lent for an amere of the public domain.
Accordingly that was fized as the miné-
mum price. That gave to the Govern-
ment $200 for a quarter section of land.
Bat Republicaniam adjudged that a far-
mer wusmoraworth to the country than
£200, and =0 It has tendered a homestead
not exceeding one hundred and sixty
acres to every head of a family who will
make a firm opon it And in view of
a faot which no State can afford to
overlook, to wit : that a successful agri-
culture is the primal necessity and grand
inspirstion of every other industry, and
Ithat, to ba truly successful, agriculture,
like every other craft, should be learned,
prosperous colleges have been endowed
out of the public domain, wherein field
culture may be reared from the rank of
a craft fo the digunityof = sclence; to
the grandenr aven of sn art.

But, as establishing the future land

policy of the Republican party, . gl

lowing resolation of the House of Rep-
resentatives Is submitied ;

That in the judgment of this

poltey of g'rlnn subsidies

in publiclsnd torailmad and otbher cor-

ought to dediscontinued; and

consideration of public policy

justiee to the peaple re-

that the publie lands of the

should be held for the exclusive
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